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cultural than religious, although for a long time it
figured as a popular form of religious idealism.
The abundant creative energy, released largely by
the regenerating influence of Buddhism, especially
when its Mahayana school arose accepting the Yoga
and Bhakti cults of Hinduism, broke into a myriad
expressions in art, literature and philosophy; and
there emerged a new order of religious communism,,
conceived after the pattern of the republican insti-
tutions of the Hindus. But the yet greater service
Buddhism rendered to the cause of Indian unity was
that it broke down the racial barriers that still existed
in the country and cleared the spiritual atmosphere
of all kinds of superstition and priestly obscurantism
and bound together in closer ties of sympathy the
whole political organisation of the Aryans and by all
these helped to lay the foundations of the great empire
of the Mauryas.

The Maurya empire constituted the first systema-
tic attempt to unify India politically into a single
state with a central government. But the authority
of Chandragupta Maurya, whose empire extended
over almost the whole of India, does not appear ta
have been exercised everywhere in the same manner
or in the same measure. True to their love of freedom
and of fair deal, the Indian conquerors do not for
the most part displace the rulers whom they subdue.
The empire of Chandragupta included feudatory
kingdoms, and there were instances of independent
rule too. The old form of local self-government